Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 42

Issue 3

Article 9

August 2010

Of Cabbages and Kings: Reviews of Children's Books
Leah van Belle

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
van Belle, Leah (2010) "Of Cabbages and Kings: Reviews of Children's Books," Michigan Reading Journal:
Vol. 42 : Iss. 3 , Article 9.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol42/iss3/9

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

Of Cabbages and Kings:
Reviews of Children's Books
BY LEAH VAN BELLE
Akbarpour, A. (2010). Good Night, Commander. (Ill. by Morteza Zahedi). Toronto, ON: Groundwood Books.
24 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88899-989-4 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in Farsi as Shab Be Khayr Farmandeh in 2005 by UNICEF Iran/Children's Book
Council of Iran.
The commander in this book is a young boy who survived the Iran-Iraq
Good
Cornrn<lndetWar in the 1980s, but carries with him daily reminders of the violence-his
prosthetic leg and the portrait of the mother whom he lost. To cope with his
overwhelming feelings of loss, he plays commander in his bedroom, strapping
on his leg and pretending to lead troops in avenging the death of his mother.
Zahedi's compelling illustrations create the boy's bedroom and inner pain in
child-like line drawings. The simultaneous use of bird's-eye view and profile
perspectives makes it feel more child-created, but also evokes a sense of
unease and surrealism that is fitting for this story of a child trying to make
sense of the madness that is war. Luckily for the boy, he imagines an enemy
who has also lost a leg and mother; this makes him not only rethink his eyefor-an-eye plan, but also compels him to lend his prosthetic leg to the imaginary child-enemy. As he goes to bed, the portrait of his mother that hangs on
his bedroom wall speaks to him to tell him that his mother is proud of him. In
the foreword, Akbarpour writes: "The story is set in Iran. But it could be the
story of any child in any country where a war is fought for economic, strategic,
ideological or other reasons" (p. 4). Regardless of politics, this is a story about
the impact of war on children, who are always its victims. While the book looks like a picture book for lower
elementary children, its theme and emotions are intense and best suited for older readers. This book was an
IBBY Outstanding Books for Young People with Disabilities selection. Grades 4-adult

N;ght,

Blexbolex. (2010). Seasons. New York: Enchanted Lion Books. 180 pp. ISBN: 9-781592-700950 (Hardcover);
$19.95.
Originally published in French as Saisons in 2009 by Albin Michel Jeunesse, France.
Glancing at the cover, Seasons looks like a simple concept book about the seasons, but as soon as you begin
turning the pages, you will realize that this is an absolute treasure for the eyes and heart. Concept bookS
for little ones are easy to find, but ones in which readers of all ages will be engaged by the artful design and
evocative feelings in the writing and illustrations are a rare find. Blexbolex's gorgeous illustrations and
minimal text are distilled to a symbiotic poetry-a form of multimedia haiku. "WIND," one word accompanied
by the image of man's black beret held aloft on the wind that is bending the young tree, faces a page simply
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titled "DELIGHT," on which a young boy strolls among the golden leaves that have
fallen to the forest floor, his bright scarf trailing behind him. While small children will
have fun with the color saturated illustrations and talking about what is happening in
the illustrations with the adult who is reading it to them, the adult reader is left with
a sense of ''Yes! Here is someone who sees, really sees the wonder in the everyday."
Grades preK-adult

Colombo, N. (2010). So Close. Toronto, ON: Tundra Books. 24 pp. ISBN: 978-1-77049207-3 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published as Cerca in 2008 by Kalandraka Editoria, Portugal, Italy,
and Mexico.
Mr. Rabbit and Mr. Duck are neighbors who pass each other everyday-on their way
to and from work, walking, driving their cars, riding their bikes,
in the rain and snow. Yet, they never speak. Each goes his way,
navigating daily life with a half-asleep automaticity. Colombo's use
of muted colors and the dulled facial expressions of the animals
convey a sense of mundane indifference that so perfectly extends
the mood of the text. However, a break finally occurs on a doublepage spread where the duck and rabbit enter their houses but
the palate brightens and the text reads ''What a difference ... "
Turning the page, we read, "one little word/ could make./ Hello"
and at last Misters Rabbit and Duck are facing each other and
smiling. The next page shows them walking arm-in-arm under an
umbrella, playing on a teeter-totter, sipping steamy mugs of cocoa,
friends who are no longer lonely. A very sweet book, beautifully
illustrated. Grades preK-1
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Croza, L. (2010). I Know Here. (Ill. by Matt James). Toronto,
ON: Groundwood Books. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88899-923-8
(Hardcover); $18.95.
Moving is never easy for children, and Laura Croza understands
this because she experienced it again and again as a child; her
family moved nine times so that her father could follow work building dams in
Canada. The little girl who narrates Croza's memoir is worried about leaving the familiarity of her family's trailer at the edge of the Saskatchewan forest for the big city of
Toronto. The girl leads us through her world-the soft needles of the pine trees behind
her home, frogs by the beaver dam, the silent moose at the water's edge, big tobogganing hills for winter. As she shares her love for these places and experiences, she realizes that people in the big city may not understand the magic of all these things: "Have
people in Toronto seen what I've seen?" she asks her teacher. To help her remember
all that she loves and to be able to share it with new friends in the city, she decides to
draw a giant picture of everything she loves about Saskatchewan and carry it with her
to the big city. In this quiet book, Croza and James capture children's love of things
familiar. Children, and adults, from everywhere in the world will be able to relate to
the love and nostalgia for places to which they've had to say goodbye. Grades K-2
Diakite, W.B. (2010). A Gift from Childhood: Memories of an African Boyhood.
Toronto, ON: Groundwood Books. 136 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88899-931-3 (Hardcover); $18.95.
Coretta Scott King Honor-winning illustrator and storyteller Baba Wague Diakite
shares his early life in a traditional Malian village under the loving care of Grandma
Sabou and Grandpa Samba and then in the big city with his parents. Humor and
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wisdom are found in even the smallest things, like catching catfish together in the
muddy river, finding a giant snake in the granary, and racing sand crabs with his
friends. Some chapters are dedicated to stories of elders that moved Diakite deeply
as a child and helped shape him as a master storyteller. While love, laughter, and
gentleness abound throughout the book, and many chapters would be wonderful to read
aloud to children in grades 2-4, Diakite also addresses serious topics such as the death
of a young cousin, the traditional circumcision ceremony for boys, and the devastating
impact of European colonialism on the African continent. Diakite writes,
The greatest damage was losing the crucial links to the ancestral way of life.
Africans are left with an irretrievable gap between themselves and their
pre-colonial ancestors. I was lucky to be given the gift of storytelling by my
elders. It was their wish that I not only learn from these stories, but that I
pass them on to the next generation and the generation after that. (p. 8)
How fortunate for readers that Diakite has not only passed along these West African
stories, but also brought them further to life with his painted earthenware tile illustrations! Grades 2-4 select chapters due to topics; Entire book grades 4-6

7't\~
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Ellis, A. (2010). When Lulu Went to the Zoo. New York: Andersen Press USA/Lerner.
32 pp. ISBN: 978-0-7613-5499-4 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Originally published under the same title in 2008 by Andersen Press Ltd.,
when
London and by Random House Australia Pty., Australia.
~ Lulu is a 4-year-old animal rights activist, even if it's not in her vocabulary yet. Most
went children love the city zoo, but Lulu just feels sad for the animals that are confined
to the in small cages. Lulu does something that would occur only to a child, she asks the
animals if they're happy,

Zoo

And what she discovered, while she talked to them all, was they dreamed of
splashing in a real waterfall. Or dancing on icebergs that filled up the sea.
Or flying in the sky, flamingo or bee. In short, to know how it feels to be
free.
Lulu decides something must be done and sneaks the animals back to her house.
Life outside of cages is good, but there's just not enough room in the bathtub when
a polar bear and kangaroo want to play in the bubbles, too. And it's hard to keep milk
in the refrigerator when penguins and seals are playing in it. Luckily, the zookeepers
listen to her idea for Lululand-a place where animals live and play in natural habitats
with "oodles of space." A sweet story that raises the question of how we treat animals in
a way that is accessible and engaging for children. Ellis avoids didacticism and instead
provides a book that can be not only a discussion starter, but also a fun read. Grades
preK-2

Fromental, J. (2010). Oops! (Ill. by Joelle Jolivet). New York: Abrams. 32 pp. ISBN:
978-0-8109-8749-4 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in French as Oups! in 2009 by Helium, France.
I love a children's book that has me looking something up on a world map. Djerba,
I learned, is a Tunisian island off the coast of northern Africa. It is also where the
Parisian family in Oops! is trying to get for a summer vacation. Given the title, this
is clearly not going to be a smooth trip to the airport, and all manner of madness
ensues-runaway Ferris wheels, swarms of angry bees, police chase by helicopter,
and friendly aliens who return a bar of soap. Think farcical romp in the tradition of
1950s madcap films; think Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. Jolivet's vibrant illustrations spill off the pages and invite readers to try to find silly details everywhere and
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predict what will happen next. Endpapers provide a collage of characters from the
mayhem within and the end matter includes a page titled "OOPS! The chain of catastrophes" that offers readers a flow chart and numbered list detailing the 40 events
that took the family from the taxi outside their apartment to the beaches of Djerba in
a flying saucer. While children as young as kindergarten will enjoy this action-filled
story, older readers will notice all the small details and linkages among the crazy
events. Grades K-3

Gravett, E. (2010). Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears. New York: Simon & Schuster. 32
pp. ISBN: 978-1-4169-5930-4 (Hardcover); $17.99.
Originally published under the same title in 2007 by Macmillan Children's
Books, London.
A timid mouse that is afraid of everything invites readers to share their own fears,
even to write about them in the blank spaces throughout the book. But this is no
dry workbook on overcoming fears, no! This is a visually gorgeous book that uses
multimedia collages and brilliant design to engage the readers in thinking about fears
in playful ways. Each page is headed by the name and definition of a fear, such as
rupophia (fear of dirt), each accompanied by an icon for the fear. Little Mouse suffers
from ablutophobia (fear of bathing) and provides step-by-step illustrations of why she's
afraid of the bathtub-dreadful drain that sucks down everything near its dark lips!
In spite of the fear theme, the humor in the illustrations and captions keeps readers
giggling at Little Mouse's fears, even while quietly thinking, "Me, too." As the piece de
resistance, Gravett includes a foldout ''Visitors' Map of the Isle of Fright" that presents
a map of a mouse-shaped island labeled with symptoms of fear in the appropriate
places, from "FASTHEART" to "Loose Bottom." As she did with Wolves (2006), Gravett
has created a Kate Greenaway Medal-winning book that will invite readers to explore
it over and over, both for its engaging topic and for its stunning artwork and design.
Grades K-3

Guarnaccia, S. (2010). The Three Llittle Pigs: An Architectural Tale. New
York: Abrams. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0-8109-8941-2 (Hardcover); $18.95.
Originally published in Italian as I Tre Porcellini in 2009 by Maurizio Corraini srl, Mantova, Italy.
Who doesn't naturally think of the three little pigs when thinking about
modern architecture and industrial design? Well, if you're like me, those
things didn't really fit together in your mind until you read Guarnaccia's
thoroughly modern retelling of the folktale. Although his version follows the
traditional story plot, it's the illustrations that take it to an entirely new
level-a level in which the three pigs live surrounded by, and in, masterpieces of contemporary design. They live together in a version of Frank
Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater House, sit on Frank Gehry chairs, and even
have a garden greenhouse shaped like J.M. Pei's Louvre pyramid. These
are three little piggies (or porcellini in the original Italian edition) with
an eye for design! Endpapers with illustrations of all of the architectural
and industrial designs featured throughout the book provide labels with
the names of the pieces, their designers, countries of origin, and date of
design. The book is a timeline and I-spy of modern design and would be
perfect for art teachers to share with their students. Guarnaccia's Goldilocks and the
Three Bears: A Tale Moderne (Abrams, 2010), is another a book combining folktale and
modern design; it won a 2000 Bologna Children's Book Fair prize. Grades K-adult
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Isol. (2010). Petit, the Monster. Toronto, ON: Groundwood Books. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-088899-94 7-4 (Hardcover); $16.95 .
Originally published in Spanish as Petit, el Monstruo in 2006 by RBA Libros,
South America.
"Petit, The Monster" the book's cover proclaims in a banner over the picture of an
angelic-looking little boy. Hmmm, wait a minute ... perhaps he is a little too angeliclooking? After all, he's a sweet boy when he plays fetch with his dog or shares a loving
moment with Grandfather Paco, but he also terrorizes pigeons
with his slingshot and yanks the pigtails of little girls. Isol, who
is a two-time finalist for the Hans Christian Andersen Award,
artfully weaves these two sides of Petit into the illustrations.
When he is good, the line drawing of his body floats over the
subtle shape of a shining sun, a bunny rabbit, or an angel with
wings. But when Petit is engaged in the naughtiness that only
he can do, the shape lurking behind his outline is a wolf, a devil
with horns, or a scary bat. Exasperated, Petit's mother asks
him how he can be so good and so bad. To answer her, he turns
to the pint-sized philosopher found in every child and wonders
what kind of boy he really is. He can't be all bad, he decides,
because even though his classmate, Gregory, is "such a horrible
boy" and mean to everyone, Petit still felt sorry for him when
he had to stand in the corner for time-out. And why is it, he
wonders, that when he tries hardest to be a perfect child, he's
sure to make the biggest mess of things? He concludes, "I must
be some kind of good-bad boy, maybe. There's no other explanation." And doesn't every child feel this way? Grades K-2
Janisch, H. (2010). The Fantastic Adventures of Baron Munchausen. (Ill. by Aljoscha
Blau). New York: Enchanted Lion Books. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-1-59270-091-2
(Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in German as Der Ritt auf dem Seepferd in 2007 by Aufbau Verlag GmbH & Co, Berlin.
One knows the story is going to be a grand adventure when it begins with a foreword
in which the author assures his readers that the tales he is about to tell, no matter how
fantastical they may seem, are the true accounts discovered in a secret journal that
has been hidden in an attic for 200 years and only come into his hands through the
unfortunate death of a friend. Janisch has us on the edge of our seats before the first
tale even begins. And what tales they are! The clever and resourceful "Baron of Lies"
carries sunshine in a sack to light up a dark forest, provides musical accompaniment to
a pianist in the belly of a whale, and even tames a giant seahorse so he can ride about
underneath the sea. Oh, to live in Munchausen's world! Janisch's playful writing is
filled with a subtle, dry humor that makes this a book that adults are sure to enjoy as
much as children. Each tale begs to be read aloud and wondered about and laughed
over with someone else-this is definitely a "Read it again!" book. Blau's paintings are
exquisite works of art that will give young eyes much to marvel at while reading/hearing the fanciful adventures. Blau received the Bologna Ragazzi Award for graphic and
editorial design. Heinz Janisch was a nominee for the 2010 Hans Christian Andersen
Award. Grades 1-4
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Luciani, B. Mr. Badger and Mrs. Fox: Book One: The Meeting. (Ill. by Eve Tharlet).
New York: Graphic Universe/Lerner. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0-7613-5625-7 (Hardcover); $21.59. ISBN: 978-0-7613-56257 (Paperback); $6.95.
Originally published in French as Monsieur Blaireau et Madame Renard: 1 /La
Rencontre in 2006 by Dargaud, France.
Mr. Badger and Mrs. Fox are single parents who decide to combine
their two families, despite the protests of their children who think
that "badgers and foxes are not meant to live together" (p. 23)
because they're different animals. Determined to prevent the new
turn of events, the little badgers and their new fox sister scheme a
way to break their parents up. No good ever comes of scheming, for
their plan is actually what brings them closer together. Although
the stepsiblings in this graphic novel for developing readers are
woodland animals, their sibling rivalry and resistance to changes in
family structure will resonate with children from blended families.
Grades 1-3
Luxbacher, I. (2010). Mattoo, Let's Playl Toronto, ON: Kids Can
Press. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-1-55453-424-1 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Kittens are a conundrum: they're so adorably cute that children
can't help but want to do things like hug them for hours on end,
put doll dresses on them, and push them in carriages. Sadly, kittens are generally too smart to put up with this kind of nonsense.
A little girl and her best pal, a boy named Clemente, spend the
day pretending to fly a rocket ship and go camping on safari. As
much fun as they're having, it would be much more fun with a kitten, of course.
Alas, Mattoo, the fluffy ball of a kitten, wants no part of the loud adventures and hides
from the explorers. The bedroom is transformed into a blend of tropical forest and
savannah, with black and white illustrations of zebras, giraffes, monkeys, and snakes
taking over the pages of the book and camouflaging Mattoo. The thing about cats
though is that when it gets quiet, they come out of their cozy hiding places, and Mattoo finally decides to join the fun as a rare jungle cat with a fondness for tuna snacks.
Another book that celebrates imagination! One small thing to note is the American
Indian feathered headdress shown on one page as a dress-up prop. American writers,
illustrators, publishers, and readers are increasingly understanding the potential for
stereotype threat in media (Steele, 2010); most would problematize the presentation of
the traditional clothing of indigenous people as costumes to be worn for dress-up. However, children "playing" at cowboys and Indians is still often seen in books published
outside the U.S. Grades preK-2
Machado, A.M. (2010). Wolf Wanted. (Ill. by Laurent Cardon). Toronto, ON: Groundwood Books. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88899-880-4 (Hardcover); $18.95.
Originally published in Portuguese as Procura-se lobo in 2005 by Editoria Atica,
Brazil.
It all starts with a small ad in the newspaper-wolf wanted. Manny isn't a wolf, he's
human, but he's unemployed and his last name is Wolf, so he decides to apply for the
job anyway. The company hires Manny to work in their human resources department,
sorting through all of the letters from wolves that have applied for the position. Reading the letters, Manny quickly figures out which wolves aren't right for the job and
writes reply letters that redirect them to more fitting jobs, such as the Big Bad Wolf in
the story of the Three Little Pigs or the wolf in sheep's clothing in Aesop's fable. A playful book, largely epistolary, it is best for older readers who will understand Manny's
SuMMER
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literary, historical, and musical allusions. Some are likely to be well known, such as
the stories of the three little pigs and Goldilocks, but others are more challenging, such
as Prokofiev's classical composition, Peter and the Wolf, and the mythological she-wolf
that suckled Romulus and Remus, founders of Rome. Grades 3-5

Masini, B. (2010). Here Comes the Bride. (Ill. by Anna Laura Cantone). Toronto, ON:
Tundra Books. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88776-898-9 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in Italian as Una Sposa Buffa, Buffisima, Bellisima in
2002 by edizioni Arka, Milan.
Filomena is not simply a seamstress; she is a visionary of bridal couture, the one who
brings to life brides' hopes for the most beautiful dresses ever made. But Filomena's
own bridal gown is still just a dream because Rusty, the mechanic next-door, has yet
to work up the courage to propose to her. While she waits, she dreams in visions of
lace and elaborate embroidery. In fact, she works herself into such a frenzy that when
Rusty finally does propose, the dress she's creating for her wedding day is the only
thing that matters to Filomena. Realizing her mistake, she decides that being with
Rusty is more important than finery and frippery. Multimedia collage illustrations
imbue this story with a quirky feeling that keeps it from being an overly sentimental or
moralistic tale about inner beauty. Masini and Cantone know that children are clever
little things who will understand what this story is all about. Grades K-3

· .·:
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McKee, D. (2010). Elmer and Rose. Minneapolis, MN: Andersen Press USA/ Lerner. 32
pp. ISBN: 978-0-7613-5493-2 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Originally published under the same title in 2005 by Andersen Press,
Ltd., London.
There is much to love in a cheerful patchwork elephant, for the Elmer
books have been an international sensation since David McKee began
the series in 1989. Now published in more than 40 countries and the
basis of a television series, Elmer is a well-known and beloved friend
to many preschool and kindergarten children. In this tale, Elmer helps
Rose, a lost elephant, find her way back to her herd. Rose is not a
patchwork of colors or patterns like the elephants in Elmer's herd; she
is solid pink, as is her entire herd. While Elmer and Rose each thinks
that elephants in colors different from his or her own look a little
strange, they learn that being unique is about more than the color of
one's skin. Books that celebrate diversity are important for children
at all age levels, and McKee offers one here that is playful in the
way it approaches the subject, avoiding the heavy-handedness that
..
..
•
can drain the joy out of many books addressing diversity for young
David Mckee
children. Grades K-2
.·.·'
Melanson, L. (2010). Topsy-turvy Town. Toronto, ON: Tundra Books.
32 pp. ISBN: 978-088776-920-7 (Hardcover); $17.95. Originally published in
French as Ma Drole de Ville in 2004 by Dominique et Compagnie/Les Editions
Heritage, Inc., Montreal.
There's a reason that so many of the most beloved children's books are about the land
of make-believe. Creating and delighting in magical lands of their own creation is as
universal to children's playtime as is laughter. Luc Melanson, winner of Canada's
Governor's General Literary Award for outstanding fiction writing, lets us take a peek
into the outrageous imagination of a little boy whose topsy-turvy world is filled with
cars made of chocolate, postmen who travel by cloud, and a unicycle-riding moon. No
one believes in his topsy-turvy town, except his mother, who rides off with him in an
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origami boat-piloted by an elephant sea captain, of course. This book is sure to resonate with every child who has imagined her own land of wild things or his own land
beyond the wardrobe closet. Grades preK-2

Ramirez, A. (2010). Napi Funda un Pueblo/Napi Makes a Village. (Ill. by Domi).
Toronto, ON: Libros Tigrillo/Groundwood Books. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-0-88899965-8 (Hardcover); $18.95.
Napi and her little brother, Nicle, must move with their family because the
Mexican government is relocating their Mazateca community in order to
build a dam. In the new village everyone works hard to clear the rainforest,
plant crops, and build a town: "We were giving birth to Nuevo Ixcatlan, and
that meant we had to make sacrifices." And yet, amid the sacrifice, there
is also beauty in the forest spring, the silent jaguar in a tree, and families
who love each other deeply. Domi's watercolor illustrations capture the
verdant rainforest in all its lushness, as well as the magical realism of
N api's dream vision that helps save her father when he is injured. While
this story takes place in the Oaxaca region of Mexico, the subject of the
forced or negotiated relocation of an indigenous people is one that is deeply
relevant to our own country and many others. Parallel text, with Spanish
on the left of every double-page spread and the English translation on the
right. Grades 1-3
Rodriguez, B. (2010). The Chicken Thief New York: Enchanted Lion. 32
pp. ISBN: 978-1-59270-092-9 (Hardcover); $14.95.
Originally published in French as Le Voleur de Poule in 2005 by
les Editions Autrement, France.
Foxes are so maligned in children's literature-always cunning, never
cuddly. Rodriguez's chicken-thieving fox follows in the villainous footsteps of his
literary predecessors, snatching Chicken away as Bear, Rabbit, and Rooster sit down
to an al fresco picnic. Cue the heroic music, though; the animals will save the day,
pursuing the fox and his captive through the woods, over the mountain, and across the
sea. The drama of the chase in this wordless picture book is a lively one and Rodriguez
captures the range of emotions effortlessly and clearly on the animals' faces. Bear looks
ferocious, until he has to be the ursine raft that Rabbit and Rooster ride on the waves
to follow Fox's boat, then terror fills his face. Rabbit and Rooster are jubilant in their
aha! pounce of revenge when they finally catch up with Fox. But what about Fox? He
never looked menacing at all. In fact, when readers look carefully at the illustrations,
they'll notice the way he cradles Chicken protectively in his arms, the way he smiles at
her, and that he made her a cup of cocoa to sip as they read on pillows by the cozy fire.
Wait a minute, this wasn't an abduction after all! Young readers will be amused by the
surprise twist to the ending and will want to go back and find the clues that Fox was
never the bad guy that the children's canon set him up to be. Grades pre-K-2
Tolman, M. (2010). The Tree House. (Ill. by Ronald Tolman). Honesdale, PA: Lemniscaat/Boyds
Mills Press. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-1-59078-806-6 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in Dutch as De Boomhut in 2009 by Lemniscaat b.v.,
Roterdam.
Wordless picture books can say so much, and the Tolmans' story begins on the front
cover with a polar bar riding a blue whale with no horizon in sight, arriving at a giant
tree house that has magically risen out of the ocean water. A boat brings a brown bear,
and the two bears become fast friends-for who but the closest of friends would under-
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stand the quiet delight that is found sitting back-to-back reading and having a snack
in a tree house? The idyllic quiet doesn't last long; soon the waters recede and more
animals are drawn to the greenness of the tree house for romping and exploring. As the
summer ends, animals wave goodbye to one another and head home, some carried away
in a boat that flies with the help of helium balloons. But the two bears have decided
they are already home and settle in for a snuggly winter in their tree house. This book,
winner of a Bologna Ragazzi Award, is sure to delight preschoolers and kindergartners
who will be drawn to the charming illustration details, like the brown bear catching
snowflakes in a butterfly net. Grades preK-2

Villeneuve, A. (2010). The Red Scarf. Toronto, ON: Tundra Books. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-088776-989-4 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Originally published in French as L'escharpe Rouge in 1999 by
Les 400 coups, Montreal.
It's just "another gray day" as Turpin the taxi-driving mouse
climbs into his cab to pick up his first fare and begin his
wordless adventure. Driving the lady with the red beret goes
smoothly, but the mysterious man in the black cap and top
hat leaves his red scarf in the backseat. Tarpin tries to follow
him into a circus tent to return it, but once inside, he barely
escapes being done in by the lion-taming act, the fire juggler,
and other circus performances rife with danger for small mice.
Villeneuve's illustrations, which won her Canada's Governor's
General Literary Award for Illustration of a book in French,
lead the reader through Tarpin's mishaps, artfully placing
page turns at high-drama moments. Children will love to
meet this shy little rodent who ends up a daredevil in the
spotlight. Grades K-2
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